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REGIONAL DISCOVERY

DE BORTOLI ESTATE
After migrating from Northern Italy to Australia 
with nothing more than a few coins, Vittorio 
De Bortoli and his wife Giuseppina made Bilbul 
their new home. From humble beginnings, the 
company is now responsible for De Bortoli 
Noble One Botrytis Semillon, one of the most 
successful and internationally award-winning 
wines ever produced in Australia. 
debortoli.com.au

QUEST GRIFFITH
Right in the heart of Griffith, close to the best 
dining experiences the town has to offer, the 
serviced apartments and hotel rooms are 
modern, spacious and perfect to return to after 
a day of touring and wine tasting. The hotel offers 
an outdoor barbeque area and is great for those 
looking to stay in the centre of the Riverina. 
questapartments.com.au/state/nsw 

TULLUC COTTAGE
Tulluc cottage, situated in Darlington point 
is a lovely base to explore the Riverina’s wine 
region from right on the Murrumbidgee river. 
Surrounded by bush, it’s a calming alternative 
to staying in Griffith.. The pace of life is leisurely 
and the cottage is spacious, with two bedrooms, 
a beautiful outdoor area and a swimming pool for 
those hot summer days. tulluccottages.com.au 

KIMO ESTATE,
Set on a working sheep and cattle farm, Kimo 
Estate offers a calming respite from city life and 
360 degree views of the beautiful countryside. 
Located in Gundagai, three hours from Sydney, 
it's definitely worth stopping for a night of luxury 
relaxation and seclusion, in one of the stylish 
ecohuts or converted workers' cottages. 
kimoestate.com 

COOLAMON CHEESE
Set in a beautifully restored historical building 
from the 1920s, this award-winning cheese 
house has strong community roots at every 
level, supporting the town and local indigenous 
groups who supply ingredients such as lemon 
myrtle and alpine pepper for native blends. 
Explore the facility before enjoying a cheese 
board or lunch with local wine pairings.
coolamoncheese.com.au

ZECCA
Located in what was once the town’s bank, 
'Zecca' is the Italian word for 'mint' - in terms 
of 'money printing', rather than the herb. The 
restaurant explores the roots of Italian cuisine, 
with a strong focus on artisanal produce and 
traditional techniques. Yet another example of 
how the area's proud European heritage has 
helped the area evolve into an abundant wine 
and food destination. zeccagriffith.com.au

LIMONE
For a regional fine dining experience, indulge  
in an exquisitely concocted Italian meal and 
wine pairing at Limone, designed by head chef 
Luke Piccolo. Located in Griffith, menus are 
changed weekly and ingredients handpicked 
daily from the venue’s Piccolo farm to provide 
guests with exceptional local produce, 
celebrated on each plate.  
www.limone.com.au

MCWILLIAMS HANWOOD ESTATE
As the first pioneering family to introduce 
wine to the Riverina in 1913, the McWilliams’ six 
generations of wine producers have maintained 
the legacy ever since. With exceptional 
varieties of shiraz and chardonnays, a visit to 
the estate in Hanwood and a cellar door wine 
tasting is a great way to immerse yourself in the 
region’s history first hand.  
mcwilliams.com.au 

CALABRIA FAMILY WINES
With the winery now in the hands of the third 
generation, the Calabria estate in Griffith 
is a beautiful property boasting an intimate 
Tuscan-style cellar door. Ranked within the top 
20 Australian wine producers, the business 
is proud of its refined range, with the Saint 
Macaire - a rare red Bordeaux variety - a 
particular standout.  
calabriawines.com.au
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n the south-west plains of NSW lies 
a vast, yet relatively unsung wine 
region, where a close-knit Italian 
community has kept the secrets of 

the red-brown soil for generations. Bordered 
by the Cocoparra Range and nourished by the 
Murray and Murumbidgee rivers, the Riverina 
is the largest wine producer in the state, and 
responsible for an impressive 15 percent of 
grape production across Australia. With some 
of the most diverse climates and terroirs in 
nation, the region is centred on Griffith, and 
the surrounding towns and villages of Yenda, 
Hanwood, Bilbul, Tharbogang and Leeton.

The area was introduced to wine agriculture 
by the McWilliam family who planted the first 
vines there in 1913. But what really defined and 
developed the area was the influx of Italian 
migrants following the first and second world 
wars, bringing with them new agricultural and 
wine-growing expertise and, of course, a love of 

O explored, and quaint country towns set upon the 
famous rivers. Lake Wyangan lies a 10-minute 
drive north of Griffith and the surrounding areas 
are rich in national parklands and bushwalks 
teeming with native wildlife. A visit to the 
Riverina is unique in that it offers city slickers 
a taste of rural Australia and an opportunity to 
support local producers while enjoying some of 
the best wines in the country.

On days off from dining and vineyard 
hopping, follow the Italian heritage trail, or 
visit the heritage-listed Hermit’s Cave where 
the reclusive Valeri Ricetti famously lived in his 
self-constructed cliff home from 1929 to 1952. 
Arguably the best view on the Riverina, the 
lookout provides a stunning picture of vineyards, 
orange orchards and rice fields, as well as 
Cocoparra National Park and the Binya Hills in 
the distance.

quality cuisine. A century later, approximately 60 
percent of the population have Italian heritage, 
with many wineries run by third- and fourth-
generation winemakers, creating a variety 
of styles, most notably the region’s globally 
recognised dessert wines and semillon varieties. 
Meanwhile, for red wine enthusiasts there are 
rich varieties of shiraz and cabernet sauvignon, 
as well as alternative blends of late-maturing 
Durif and Petit verdot varietals, which benefit 
from the hot, dry climate.

Although gradually gaining traction as a 
vinophile destination, the Riverina’s rustic 
charm has largely flown under the tourism radar, 
thanks in part to its location. Roughly six hours’ 
drive from both Melbourne and Sydney, it takes 
commitment – though for the road tripper with 
time on their hands this is an opportunity to 
experience more of what rural NSW has to offer. 
The area is large and geographically diverse, 
with arid, saltbush-dotted lands that beg to be 
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TAKE A TRIP OFF THE BEATEN TRACK TO THIS QUIET 
ACHIEVER IN RURAL NSW, WHERE RUSTIC CHARM 
AND A VERY FAMOUS BOTRYTIS SEMILLON AWAIT. 

THE SUN SETS 
over the vines at 
De Bortoli’s Bilbul 
winery in the 
Riverina.
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