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SELF-PROFESSED recluse 
and artist Bruce James, 
professional alias Cutler 
Footway, often shies from the 
spotlight, instead choosing 
to let his works speak for 
themselves.

The artist spends most of 
his days in the sun-lit studio 
of his home, bringing to life 
various figures, set amid 
muted but bright colours that 
stand out amidst the painted 
yellow of his walls. 

Stepping through the 
studio and into his home 
is like walking into one of 
his paintings, or perhaps 
an unofficial exhibition 
of Footway’s works, 
harmoniously on display in 
every room.

“I don’t ever display the 
works of other artists, I don’t 
know why that is,” says James 
from his dining table at home.

He talks about discovering 
his love of art in Ayr, amongst 
his books, paintings and tribal 
sculptures he’s collected over 
the years.

“I made art at a very early 
age, it was just an instinct 
that I followed. But I had very 
good teachers in Ayr. I’m 
very proud of having been 
educated here,” says Bruce.

“I still find that I’m 
attracted to the subject matter 
that I have always been 
drawn to, the human figure, 
still life arrangements and 
landscapes,” he says.

The Ayr-born creative has 
led a diverse career, moving 
from creating pieces to 
reviewing them, becoming 
known as an esteemed 
art critic for the Sydney 
Morning Herald among other 
publications.

“I began to teach and 
then found a way into art 
journalism. From a very 
small beginning with minor 
publications, I think I 
eventually worked for them 
all, newspapers and I also 
wrote for a lot of fashion 
magazines,” he says.

He became a familiar 
face reviewing art and 
interviewing artists for the 
ABC, before removing himself 
from the media scene to 
pursue his own work as a 
painter.

He says that moving 
away from journalism and 
returning to Ayr in 2003 was a 
cathartic experience, a fresh 
start where he could explore 
the practical element of his 
work again and reconnect to 
his roots.

“It’s part of the reason I 
came back, I have that very 
strong attraction to the 
country,” he says.

“Now that I’m back in 
the Burdekin, I’m drawn 
very strongly to the local 
environment, which, to me 
is very striking and of course 
very much embedded in my 
biographical experience.” 

Last year, Cutler Footway 

won the Percival Portrait 
Painting Prize for his portrait 
of a familiar face in the 
Burdekin, local barista Jack 
Betteridge who has become a 
regular muse for the painter.

“I hadn’t really used a local 
model particularly and Jack, 
of course, is so striking and 
engaging, visually interesting. 
From the moment I saw 
him I thought, that’s a very 
powerful person.”

“He’s not a big person 
physically, but he had this 
very strong aura I suppose, 
and that intrigued me from 
an artistic point of view,” he 
says. 

Some of Cutler Footway’s 
paintings featuring Jack are 
currently on display at Chill 
Parlour, part of a pop-up 
exhibition that displays some 
of his work. 

Cafe goers are invited 
to view the never before 
exhibited paintings from the 
artist throughout the week, a 
taster before the artist’s solo 
exhibition, to be displayed in 
Townsville in 2022.

“It was a little project to 
work on between now and my 
exhibition in Townsville. That 
will be more of a survey, 10 to 
15 years of my work,” he says.

Connect Now: 
Check out some of Cutler 
Footway’s work, on display in 
a pop up exhibition at Chill 
Parlour Cafe and Coffee on 
Queen Street.

Behind the canvas with
CUTLER FOOTWAY

Hot off his success with the Percival 
Portrait Painting Prize, local artist Cutler 
Footway gives an exclusive glimpse into 
his life and work.

Marina Trajkovich
Janelle Hewson and Leanne Fabbro

Jack Betteridge and Bruce James

COMMUNITY NEWS

Deb Calligaro and Chas Pasquale

Suzy Loader, Stacey Morrison and Marina Trajkovich


